
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 7, 21ST OCTOBER 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
VISIT FROM JON COLES, UNITED LEARNING’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
 

It was a pleasure to welcome the Chief Executive of the organisation to the Academy on Thursday 
afternoon. Mr Coles was impressed with the enthusiasm of the students. He visited several classrooms 
and spoke to children on the corridor. He wants the same orderly ethos in all United Learning Academies: 
students to look smart and act sensibly on the corridors and at social time, having established good 
behaviour in lessons: this is now a keen focus. He was pleased with our success in the summer 
examinations and pleased to hear we are developing some playground markings for games and learning 
over the break. On his tour Mr Coles visited internal exclusion and lessons where he saw new strategies 
like “Fresh Start” being delivered and interactive learning techniques in a number of subject areas. 
 
MAKE IT IN MANUFACTURING 

On Monday 17th October a group of Year 9 pupils headed to the AJ Bell Stadium in Salford to compete in 
the Make it in Manufacturing Competition against thirteen other schools from across Greater 
Manchester.  Each pupil was given a specific role and then required to work as part of a team to produce 
a new product in relation to money that could be used in the future.  

Given just three hours to come up with an idea, a marketing campaign, a prototype, quality assure the 
product and ensure the finances were viable, the pupils then had to deliver a pitch to a panel of judges in 
a Dragon's Den fashion.  Through creative genius the Year 9 team wowed the crowd and judges with their 
innovative idea and fantastic Pitch. 

They were incredibly enthusiastic and worked hard to create a fun and accessible product.  Their efforts 
paid off as the Manchester Academy team was awarded First Place in the North West Competition and 
now go on to the regional rounds later in the year.  The pupils were delighted to receive a beautiful trophy 
which is now on display in the school’s Trophy Cabinet in reception. 

Thanks to Ms Holt and Mr Moncrieffe and congratulations to Lin Abhari, Maame Danquah, Mohammed 
Karama, Amine Mounjid, Lauren Pitt, Jaden Ruddock, Keven Tesfay and Shaafici Yasin – we are very proud 
of you! 
 
FROM CORNERSTONE 

Following our collection for Cornerstone, we have received a letter of thanks: 

Dear Everyone at Manchester Academy, 

On behalf of Sr. Lucy and everyone at Cornerstone we would like THANK YOU for donating the 
food, clothes, bedding, toiletries and the huge amount of cornflakes.  It was a lovely gesture 
and this will really help the homeless and vulnerable at Cornerstone.  The folks here just love 
it when items like that come in.  The very fact that people care enough to boosts their morale 
and up goes their self-esteem.  Thank you for that and bringing joy into their lives, we are truly 
grateful to all of you for your generosity in giving.     

Thank you all for your generosity. 
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BOY BAND VISITS MANCHESTER ACADEMY 

Boy band Mr Meanor have released a charity single ‘Think About It’ in response to recent terrorist 

atrocities.  The campaign THINKABOUTIT aims to challenge violent extremism while promoting peace 
and dialogue and the band tours schools and colleges in partnership with Warrington-based charity, the 
Tim Parry Johnathan Ball Foundation for Peace.   

Mr Meanor are visiting schools, youth clubs and urban centres across Manchester to perform and discuss 
‘Thing About It’.  The song, which reflects on the hurt caused by recent terrorist atrocities, offers a positive 
message for young people by encouraging them to think and talk about violence, extremism and other 
negative issues affecting modern society. 

As part of the tour, Marcel (from Los Angeles), Jordan and Jake (from London), interacted with students 
hoping to inspire them to make a difference by playing a part in promoting peace and standing up against 
attitudes that endorse violence.  Commenting on their visit to Manchester Academy, Principal Andy Griffin 
said: 

“We were pleased to welcome Mr Meanor to the school on Tuesday (11th October) to engage 
with our students and discuss and encourage positive attitudes and behaviours.” 

Speaking about the tour, band member Marcel Wildy said:  

“We want young people to know they have the ability to make a difference.  Music can 
transform attitudes and change behaviour.  Our hope is that the song will inspire people to 
challenge those who push violence and hatred in today’s society.  We teamed up with The Tim 
Parry Johnathan Ball Foundation for Peace because we wanted to do more than just release a 
song.  We want to encourage positive change in the world around us.”  

 
Selected students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been nominated to 
take part in a random acts of kindness project (RAK squad 
name pending). They will be choosing random acts of kindness 
with staff and students throughout the term and toward 
Christmas will focus on a local project to extend this to.  Watch 
this space! 

 
ROYAL AIR FORCE LEEMING: ‘NO ORDINARY JOB’ EVENT 

On 18th October, a group of Year 11 students visited RAF Leeming for the ‘No Ordinary Job’ Event.  This 
initiative is specifically aimed at students who are approaching the end of formal education and may be 
considering a career in the Armed Forces.  This includes students in Year 11, who may join at the age of 
16 on the Apprenticeship Scheme, which has been awarded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted.  This inaugural event 
focused on areas of employment (Trade Groups) in the Royal Air Force: 

Information Communication Technology Technician (ICT Tech) 
Working on equipment ranging from airfield radars to local area networks, ICT Technicians also set up, 
operate and maintain satellite links in remote locations.  

Logistics (including Driver, Chef, Catering, Storage/Distribution, Movements) 
This Trade Group carries out a diverse range of essential tasks, ranging from delivering essential supplies 
around the world to feeding hundreds of troops on operations. 

Students had the opportunity to speak with RAF personnel from these Trade Groups and also discuss RAF 
Careers with recruiting staff, without any obligation.  They were also able to look at some of the ‘life 
support’ functions on a busy RAF station, including an accommodation block and some of the sports and 
fitness facilities.   

Many thanks to Royal Air Force Leeming and to Squadron Leaders Brian Ramsey and Phill Todd for 
organising the event, and to Marina Bowden for organising the students. 



 
LIBRARY IN THE YARD 

On Wednesday 19th October, our Librarian, Mr O’Sullivan and a band of valiant assistants braved the 
elements and took a selection of library books outside into the yard.  Many Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils were 
intrigued enough to come and have a look, resulting in more than 60 books being borrowed then and 
there! 
 
HALF TERM 

Manchester Academy is now closed for the half term holiday.  Students return at the normal time on 
Monday 31st October.  This will be Red Week on the timetable. 
 
HALF TERM PLAY SCHEME 

JNR8 Youth and Community Centre, 82 Cromwell Avenue, Whalley Range, are offering a Play Scheme for 
children aged 6-12 years, over Half Term from 2.30-5.00 p.m. 24th-28th October.  They offer many indoor 
and outdoor activities.  Refreshments and snacks provided.   Phone 0161 881 3744 for details. 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 2nd November Year 7 Settling-In Meeting.  This is not a Progress Evening, but a time when 
parents of Year 7 students can talk to teachers about how their child is 
settling in at Manchester Academy and raise any questions or concerns they 
may have. 

Tuesday 8th November Year 11 Progress Evening 4.15-6.00 p.m. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr A Griffin 
Principal 
 


